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ANGELS,SATANIC ACTIVITY AND PHYSICAL TERRITORY  

 

The universe throbs with life. In fact, the entire cosmos is brimming with a myriad of angelic host. Unfortunately, 
the body of Christ understands very little about the invisible realm. This lesson is designed to stir your hunger 
for an understanding and an interaction with the invisible spiritual realm. 
 
I. The invisible realm – Colossians 1: 16 - For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 
created through Him and for Him. 

 
A. Creation was formed on two levels – Hebrews 1: 1-4 - God, who at various times and in various ways 

spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the 
brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of 
His power, when He had [c]by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, 4 having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more 
excellent name than they. 

1. Physical 
2. Spiritual 

B. Physical World 
1. Just one part of God’s creation 
2. This realm is temporal and will ultimately destroyed and replaced by a new heaven and earth 

– 2 Peter 3: 10-12 -  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the 
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both 
the earth and the works that are in it will be [a]burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things 
will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 

C. Spiritual World 
1. This world is more permanent and real than the physical world. The physical world has no 

lasting attributes. 
2. We were created for the Spiritual realm. 

 
II. Invisible Beings 

A. Angels [good / evil] 
1. Referred to over 300 times in scripture 
2. Referenced in 34 of the 66 books 
3. They are supernatural, celestial beings of pure spirit, supreme to humans in power, goodness, 

beauty, intelligence, and ability. 
4. They have free will – Isaiah 14 

B. Angels witnessed creation – Job 38: 4-7 
1. All angels are created beings belonging essentially to the invisible realm. 
2. The only way to see angelic host is to walk in the Spirit. 

C. What do they look like? 
1. Hebrews 13: 2 – Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doingsome have unwittingly 

entertained angels. 
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Þ Angels could be moving in our midst without our knowledge. 
2. They have the ability to take on human appearance – Gen. 19 [Sodom and Gamorah] 
3. They can be frightening – Daniel 10: 8 - Therefore I was left alone when I saw this great vision, 

and no strength remained in me; for my vigor was turned to frailty in me, and I retained no 
strength.  

Þ In most cases angels begin their dialogs with people by saying, “Don’t be afraid” 
Þ There isn’t one single person in scripture who was excited about seeing an angel: 
Þ Sarah laughed – Genesis 21: 6 
Þ Mary protested – Luke 1: 34 
Þ Zacharias argued – Luke 1: 20 

D. Where are angels? 
1. Psalm 24: 1 The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, 

The world and those who dwell therein. 
Þ  – The earth is the possession of the Lord 

2. Psalm 148: 1-3 – Angels stationed in heaven 
3. Psalm 34:7 – Angels encamp round saints who fear him 

E. How many are there? 
1. Daniel 7: 9-10 - I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated; 

His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a 
fiery flame, Its wheels a burning fire; 10 A fiery stream issued And came forth from before Him. 
A thousand thousands ministered to Him; Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
Him. The court was seated, And the books were opened. 

2. Rev. 5: 11 - Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living 
creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands… 

3. Hebrews 12: 22 - But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels 

 
III. The order of the invisible 

A. There is a definite order to the Spirit world – Col. 1: 16 / Eph. 6: 10-12 
1. This order was established before the creation of the world 

B. Thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers are under Christ sovereign rule: 
1. Job 1: 6 - Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before 

the Lord, and Satan also came among them. 
2. Matthew 8: 29 - And suddenly they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, 

You Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?” 
3. Revelation 12: 12 - Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the 

inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great 
wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” 

 

 

Matthew 12:24-29 - But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 

Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided 

against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 26 And if 
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Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 27 And if I by Beelzebub 

cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges. 28 But if I cast out 

devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 29 Or else how can one enter into a 
strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.  

• Spiritual darkness is increasing and becoming more sophisticated.  
• There is a geographic pattern to evil and spiritual oppression - The church does not understand it!  
• If you reverse the order you see the protocol of how to take territories: House -> City -> Nation -> 

Kingdom  

 

SPIRITUAL MAPPING AND TERRITORIAL SPIRITS  

Deuteronomy 32:8-9 (NRSV) - When the Most High apportioned the nations, when he divided humankind, he 
fixed the boundaries of the peoples according to the number of the gods; the Lord’s own portion was his people, 
Jacob his allotted share.  

Ephesians 6:12 - For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  

- Wrestle - I want to especially draw your attention to the word “wrestle” in this verse, for this word is the 
key to understanding how intense spiritual warfare can become! 

- The word “wrestle” is from the old Greek word pale, which refers to struggling, wrestling, or hand-to-
hand combat. However, the word pale is also the Greek word from which the Greeks derived their name 
for the Palaestra — a huge palace of combat sports that was situated in the center of most larger, ancient 
cities.  

o The Palaestra was a huge building that outwardly looked like a palace but was dedicated to the 
cultivation of athletic skills. Every morning, afternoon, and night, the most committed, 
determined, and daring athletes of the day could be found in this fabulous building, working out 
and training for their respective sports. Three kinds of athletes primarily worked out at the 
Palaestra: boxers, wrestlers, and pankratists.  

- The first and most feared combat sport was boxing. But the boxers from the first century were not like 
our boxers today. Their sport was extremely violent — so violent that they were not permitted to box 
without wearing helmets. Without the protection of helmets, their heads would have been crushed! In 
fact, this sport was so severe that few boxers ever lived to retire from their profession. Most of them 
died in the ring. Of all the sports, the ancients viewed boxing as the most hazardous and deadly. In this 
brutal and barbaric sport, the ancient boxers wore gloves ribbed with steel and spiked with nails. At 
times the steel wrapped around their gloves was serrated, like the blade of a hunting knife, in order 
to make deep gashes in the opponent’s skin. In addition to this, they used extremely heavy gloves that 
made every punch more damaging. It is quite usual to find artwork from the time of the ancient Greeks 
that includes boxers whose faces, ears, and noses are totally deformed from being struck by these 
dangerous gloves. Making this sport even more dangerous was the fact that there were no rules — 
except that a boxer couldn’t clench his opponent’s fist. That was the only rule of the game! There were 
no “rounds” like there are in boxing today. The fight just went on and on until one of the two surrendered 
or died in the ring.  
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- Next, there were wrestlers! Wrestling was the most ancient of the combat sports. Because it was an 
essential part of the education of Roman boys in the wealthier classes, every adult male in those classes 
learned to wrestle. However, combat-sport wrestling was very different than simple wrestling. Although 
not quite as ugly and bloody as the other two combat sports, combat  

o wrestling was still very aggressive and dangerous. Certain rules applied to the competitions of 
this combat sport. For instance, some of the most violent fighting techniques weren’t allowed in 
wrestling, such as blows, kicks, thrusts, throttle holds, twisting of the joints, and fighting on the 
ground.  

- The third combat sport was pankration, from the Greek words pan and kratos. The word pan means 
all, and kration is from the word kratos, which means power. When these two words were put together, 
they formed the word pankration, which means all powerful. These fighters were the fiercest, toughest, 
and most committed of all! In this sport, they were permitted to kick, punch, bite, gouge, strike, break 
fingers, break legs, and to do any other horrible thing you could imagine. There was no part of the human 
body that was off limits. They could do anything they wanted to any part of their competitor’s body, for 
there were basically no rules.  

- Principalities - At the top of this list, Paul mentions a group of evil spirits he calls “principalities.” This 
word is taken from the Greek word archai, an old word that is used symbolically to denote ancient times. 
It is also used to depict individuals who hold the highest and loftiest position of rank and authority. By 
using the word archai, Paul emphatically tells us that at the very top of Satan’s kingdom are powerful 
evil beings that have held their lofty positions of power and authority since ancient times — probably 
ever since the fall of Lucifer.  

- Powers - Paul goes on to tell us that below principalities is a second group of evil beings he refers to as 
“powers.” This word “powers” is taken from the Greek word exousia, and it denotes delegated 
authority. This describes a lower, second-level group of evil beings — fallen spirits — who have 
received delegated authority from Satan to carry out all manner of evil in whatever way they desire 
to do it. These evil forces are second in command in Satan’s dark kingdom.  

- The rulers of the darkness of this world - This amazing phrase is taken from the word kosmokrateros 
and is a compound of the words kosmos and kratos. The word kosmos denotes order or arrangement, 
whereas the word kratos has to do with raw power. Thus, the compounded word kosmokrateros depicts 
raw power that has been harnessed and put into some kind of order.  

o This word kosmokrateros was at times used to picture military training camps where young men 
were assembled, trained, and turned into a mighty army. These young men were like raw power 
when they first arrived in the training camp. However, as the military training progressed and the 
new recruits were taught discipline and order, all that raw manpower was converted into an 
organized, disciplined army. This is the word Paul now uses in his description of Satan’s kingdom. 
What does it mean?  

o It tells you and me that Satan is so serious about doing damage to the human race that he deals 
with demon spirits as though they are troops! He puts them in rank and file, gives them orders 
and assignments, and then sends them out like military soldiers who are committed to kill. Just 
as men in a human army are equipped and trained in their methods of destruction, so, too, are 
these demon spirits. And once these demons are trained and ready to start their assault, Satan 
sends them forth to do their devious work against human beings.  

- Spiritual wickedness in high places - The word “wickedness” is taken from the word poneros, and it is 
used to depict something that is bad, vile, malevolent, vicious, impious, and malignant. This tells us the 
ultimate aim of Satan’s dark domain: These evil spirits are sent forth to afflict humanity in bad, vile, 
malevolent, and vicious ways!  

o Satan uses all these evil forces in his attacks against mankind. Nevertheless, we believers have 
far more authority and power than the devil and his forces. You and I have the Greater One living 
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within us! As members of the Church of Jesus Christ, we are loaded with heaps and heaps of raw 
power, for the Church has no shortage of power, nor is it deficient in God-given authority. We 
have more power and more authority than all these evil forces combined!  
 

DYNASTIES OF DARKNESS EXIST  

Daniel 10: 12-13, 20 - Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine 
heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 
13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia... Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore 
I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the 
prince of Grecia shall come.  

- Daniel was praying and fasting for 21 days  
- The special messenger was interdicted for 21 days by the Prince of Persia  
- Then the Prince of Greece will come – This empire comes 200years after  

 

Ezekiel 4:1-3 - Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and portray upon it the city, even 

Jerusalem: 2 And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it; set the camp also 

against it, and set battering rams against it round about. 3 Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set 
it for a wall of iron between thee and the  city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou 
shalt lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.  

- God warns Ezekiel of a coming siege against Jerusalem and shows him the map of the enemy  
- SPIRITUAL MAPPING - Super-imposing our understanding of forces and events in the spiritual domain 

onto places and circumstances in the material world.  

 

DEMONS ATTACHED TO LOCATIONS DON’T GIVE UP EASILY 

Luke 11:24-26 - When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and 

finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out. 25 And when he cometh, he findeth it 

swept and garnished. 26 Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and 
they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first.  

2 Kings 6:8-17 - Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel with his servants, saying, In such 

and such a place shall be my camp. 9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou 

pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are come down. 10 And the king of Israel sent to the place which 

the man of God told him and warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice. 11 Therefore the 
heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will 

ye not shew me which of us is for the king of Israel? 12 And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but 
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Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. 
13 And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, he 

is in Dothan. 14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by night, and 

compassed the city about. 15 And when  the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, 
an host compassed the  city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how 

shall we do? 16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. 17 

And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of 
the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.  

 
Conclusion: Our authority in Christ! 
 
Ephesians 3:10-11 (NLT) - God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety 
to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was his eternal plan, which he carried out 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 1:17-22 -  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you 
may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and 
what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty 
power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 
heavenly places,21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to 
behead over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

Ephesians 2:5-7 - even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that 
in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
 


